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Feb. 10: According to a survey published by the Commission on US-Latin American Relations,
47% of US citizens are in favor of normalizing relations between the US and Cuba, and 41% are
opposed. Survey results indicated that respondents with higher incomes were more likely to favor
renewed relations. Sixty-three percent of respondents said they no longer see Cuba as a threat,
while 29% believe the island's government continues to be dangerous. Fifty-eight percent favored
lifting restrictions on telephone and postal communications with the island, while 53% said travel
restrictions should be suspended. Miguel Alfonso Martinez, Cuba's representative to the UN
Human Rights Commission in Geneva, requested that the US be condemned for "crimes against
humanity" and excluded from the UN. He said the US has committed human rights abuses both
within and outside its borders through racial and economic discrimination, and through such
"illegal and immoral" actions as the economic and financial blockade of Cuba, unjustifiable use of
the atomic bomb on Japan, invading Panama, bombing Vietnam and protecting other rights abusers
like South Africa and Israel. Feb. 12: In an interview on the Today show, assistant secretary of state
for inter-American affairs Bernard Aronson said the US would reestablish full diplomatic and trade
relations with Cuba if the administration believed such action would promote democratic change on
the island. At present, he added, such relations would only "strengthen the Castro regime's capacity
to control its people." Feb. 15: Approximately 1,500 people participated in a pro-Cuba demonstration
in Mexico City. Demonstrators called for an end to the 30-year US economic embargo against Cuba.
The march was organized by the "Go for Cuba" organization, which has recently raised US$100,000
to send a shipment of oil products to Cuba. A similar demonstration in November drew over 3,000
participants. Feb. 18: The US Coast Guard reported that six Cubans, armed with hand grenades
and machine guns, were intercepted and arrested 24 km. off the island of Islamorada, Florida.
The Cubans were taken to the offices of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) for
questioning. In 1991, the Coast Guard detained more than 2,000 Cubans trying to illegally enter the
US. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba), 02/07/92; Reuter, 02/15/92; Spanish news service EFE, 02/10/92,
02/18/92; Agence France-Presse, 02/12/92, 02/18/92; Associated Press, 02/18/92]
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